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when the speaker is Thersites. It has also been pointed out1
that the Homeric king is continually dissipating his property,
both landed and movable, for the endowment of his house-
carls and in " presents " of all sorts. Sometimes such presents
might be made good by a rough and ready " taxing " of
the people 2; but altogether they must have been a serious
drain on the royal privy purse, which purse was replenished,
as far as we can see, chiefly out of the spoils of war. Here
again we see the essentially self-destructive character of the
Heroic monarchy. It was killing the goose that laid the
golden eggs, destroying every accumulation of capital m the
world that it ruled; and as soon as every considerable
accumulation of treasure in the Aegean world, that was not
lost in the earth, had thus been dissipated, not only was all
Aegean society reduced to a common level of squalid poverty,
but the kings themselves were no longer able to maintain
such a great force of house-carls ; and so, in this way as
well, they were reduced to the same level as their
fellow-nobles.

The fall of the monarchy probably slightly worsened the
condition of the common people. Hesiod's and others'
wistful backward looks towards the Heroic Age are no doubt
based mainly on an illusion, the common human illusion of
the " good old days " ; and in so far as times had got worse,
for the commons, at all, the decline had in the main been,
as we saw, a cause rather than an effect of the fall of the
monarchy. Nevertheless, oligarchy can hardly have been
an improvement on monarchy from the common man's point
of view. " Individuals may refrain from exploiting a
privilege for their own advantage, but no class ever does so
for long." 3 It does not take a Communist to see this.
Individuals may behave unselfishly, but among any con-
siderable number of human beings, on any controversial
question, it is a practical certainty that most will decide in
the manner most compatible with their own immediate
interest, real or supposed. We may listen to the arguments

1 Beloch, G.G. i, i, p. 212.                         - Od. xiii, 13 ff.

3 Sir Arthur Salter, Recovery, p. 210.